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The vessel MV Clan MacDonald arrived off Fremantle Western Australia in July 1942 and onboard was a 
20 year old, 7th Engineer, named Robert P MacLean. Even though he would not come ashore at Fremantle 
suffering Smallpox, he in turn, would catch the disease after the vessel had departed Fremantle, and the 
probable cause would be the assistance he gave to Dennis Barrington who was a confirmed Smallpox case 
onboard, prior to the Clan MacDonald arriving off Fremantle, and Dennis Barrington a friend of Robert 
MacLean, would be discharged to the Woodman Point Quarantine Station and survive his ordeal with the 
disease. It is therefore thoroughly appropriate, with these details, that 7th Engineer, Robert P MacLean of the 
vessel MV Clan MacDonald be given inclusion on the Woodman Point Quarantine Station website. 
 

 
Robert MacLean's daughter Cathy, with her husband John Davis 

 
This information was kindly forwarded to the Friends of Woodman Point Quarantine Station by his daughter, 
Ms Catherine Davis, and we are greatly appreciative and acknowledge her permission in allowing display of 
this historical information. 

http://www.woodmanpointquarantinestation.com/robert_pmclean_1942.html


 

 
Robert P MacLean. ( 2nd from right ) Image courtesy of Ms. Catherine Davis ( nee MacLean - Daughter ) 

Photograph taken Bombay, July 1942, prior to the " Clan MacDonald" departing for Fremantle. 
 
Robert Paton McLean ( For reference, always signed his name as Robert P Maclean ) is born at Barrhead, 
Scotland on the 22nd June 1921, and was the only son of Elizabeth and William McLean, and he had two 
sisters Violet and Betty. He worked on the Clyde as a young man and earned his Engineers Certificate from 
Weirs in Glasgow Scotland. He became 7th Engineer on the Clan MacDonald in 1942, and attached is the 
Confidential Memorandum dated 12th August 1942 describes how the apparent second case of smallpox 
occurred, that was in addition to Dennis Barrington, the 3rd Class Radio Operator onboard who was 
discharged at Fremantle suffering smallpox. 
 
An excerpt from the Confidential Memorandum dated 12th August 1942. 
 
"After departing Fremantle, the Clan MacDonald arrived off Portsea, Victoria, Australia on the morning of 
the 7th August and the Chief Officer, ( acting as Master ) at once reported another case of smallpox, ( the 7th 
Engineer ) whose rash was copious and discreet all the time. He has a large scar of infantile vaccination and 
did not take when vaccinated either at Bombay or Fremantle. He was not diagnosed as smallpox till the 4th 
August when he reported himself to the Chief Officer, with the rash of smallpox well out, who had him 
placed in the Isolation Hospital with the Second Steward and two natives in attendance. The rash was well 
out when he reported himself and he then admitted that he had been feeling ill since the 31st July, so that to 
some extent every member of the crew and the ten troops must be regarded as possible contacts. The case 
was landed at 5.00P.M. on the 7th.  
 
"Yesterday, after a talk with the Chief Officer, it became apparent how the second case probably occurred. 
The Isolation Hospital is adjoined by a cabin occupied by the Hospital Orderly looking after the first case, and 
the next was occupied by the 7th Engineer who was on friendly terms with the Hospital Orderly. One night 
on the voyage between Colombo and Fremantle, the first patient became very violent in his delirium and 
was very quickly put back to bed by the Orderly. It became incapable of proof, but on looking back over the 
incidents of the voyage, the Chief Officer is convinced that the 7th Engineer went into the hospital and 
assisted the Orderly to quieten the patient and put him back to bed, and so became himself infected. I feel 
almost certain that the Chief Officer's opinion is correct and that this incident happened and so the period of 
incubation would be the usual 12 days". 

Signed : Chief Quarantine Officer (General) Victoria 
 



 
MV Clan MacDonald 

 

 
Ship's Crew Medical Card 



 
 

Robert MacLean (left) has a full recovery from the disease and is discharged from the Point Nepean 
Quarantine Station in Victoria. He then travels by train to New South Wales, during which he boards another 
train at the town of Albury due to a change in rail gauge. On arrival in Sydney he departs on the vessel 
"Australia Star" but this vessel is yet to be confirmed, for her voyage to the United Kingdom. 
 

 
Quarantine Station Isolation Hospital. Portsea Victoria. Australia. 



 it is in the UK, that Robert P Maclean is transferred onto the vessel "MS Modavia" that is due to sail from 
Milford Haven, Wales in supply convoy WP300. Her cargo of valuable war materials consisted of aluminium 
and zinc ingots and copper wire, and the convoy consisted of "Modavia" and ten smaller ships. At 01.20 on 
February 27th, when off Berry Head, Torbay, and proceeding at 9 knots, the "Modavia", the third ship in the 
starboard column, was torpedoed on the starboard side in the No 4 hold, by German MTB Boats. 
 

 
 

Robert P MacLean's final voyage with the Merchant Navy was from June 15th 1946, through to July to 22nd, 
1946, as 4th Engineer in the "SS Sea Robin" . At the end of WWII,  he served on a whaler for one or two 
seasons. In late 1947 he immigrated to Toronto Canada where he met his wife Mary, and he has three 
daughters, Marlene, Catherine, Carol and a son William. 
 

 
 

http://www.woodmanpointquarantinestation.com/robert_pmclean_1942.html


 
Robert Paton Maclean passed away in Toronto Canada in 1989, aged 68. 

 

 
 

 
 

Family information kindly supplied by Ms. Catherine Davis 
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